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The Contemporary Arts Center Announces

CAC RENOVATION PLANS AND NEW PARTNERSHIP
WITH THE DOMAIN COMPANIES’ THE SHOP
The Contemporary Arts Center, New Orleans (CAC) announces a renovation project and new
tenant, The Domain Companies, in the Besthoff Building at 900 Camp Street. The project will
take place between October 2016 and August 2017. It will allow for significant improvements to
existing spaces and for the addition of new spaces for the presentation of both Visual Arts and
Performing Arts programming at the CAC. The project will include: Renovation of joined
historic warehouses into finished space for performances, exhibitions, and events; Expansion
of the first floor gallery space to double the size of the existing footprint; and Renovation of the
entire third and fourth floors for occupancy by a new tenant, The Domain Companies’ coworking development, The Shop.
“Since its inception by a passionate group of New Orleans visual and performing artists in
1976, the CAC has remained a place for the creative community to coalesce around the central
role of the arts in the development of economically vibrant urban centers. Through this
groundbreaking partnership with The Domain Companies, the CAC realizes this fundamental
vision on the occasion of our 40th Anniversary serving the New Orleans community,” says Neil
A. Barclay, CAC Director and CEO. “We are thrilled to join The Domain Companies in this
endeavor that, we trust, will become a model for the creative reuse of facilities like ours in
communities throughout the country.”
The Shop is set to open in early Summer 2017 on the CAC’s third and fourth floors. The Shop
will target technology, arts, and cultural-based businesses, and serve as a hub of
entrepreneurship in the developing downtown innovation corridor. The Shop’s amenities are
designed to offer small businesses, entrepreneurs, and arts-based professionals the resources
they need to grow. Beginning in August 2017, The Idea Village (ideavillage.org) will move its
operations to The Shop.
“Co-working spaces strengthen the economy and promote job and business growth. We’re
thrilled to introduce a co-working space for creative professionals to Downtown New Orleans,
and there is no better place to do it than the CAC,” said Matt Schwartz, Principal of The
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Domain Companies. “We envision The Shop as a vibrant community of individuals and small
businesses connecting with one another and New Orleans.”
This new development will honor the historic roots of the building, which was donated to the
Contemporary Arts Center by CAC Trustee Emeritus Sydney J. Besthoff in 1997.
“Walda and I could not be more pleased with this announcement,” said Besthoff. “As former
owners of the building that was once a K&B warehouse and has now housed the CAC for four
decades, and as longtime supporters of the Contemporary Arts Center, we are thrilled to see
Domain establish a co-working space in the building. This is an ideal use of the third and
fourth floors, and we believe this relationship will not only be great for both the CAC and
Domain, but for the entire city.”
Says Barclay, “Over the years, the CAC has leased space to unique and complementary
partner tenants—including the New Orleans Film Society, the National Performance Network,
and Junebug Productions. The mission of The Shop is to bring members of the creative class in
to our building as their tenants. We are excited at the opportunity to welcome these new
tenants, as well as their staff, clients, and guests, to visit our cafe, galleries, and performances,
and to experience our critically-acclaimed, year-round artistic programming.”
ABOUT THE CAC
Established in 1976, the Contemporary Arts Center has spanned five decades as one of the
leading multidisciplinary arts centers in the country. The CAC began as an artist-run, artistdriven community organization in the nearly empty Arts District of New Orleans. As the
burgeoning Arts District grew, so did the CAC, evolving to meet the increasing needs of a
diverse audience and artist communities. The CAC serves as a hub for the visual and
performing arts communities in New Orleans, and now represents a new era of creative
freedom in a revitalized and thriving city. Drawing from the wealth of cultural expression in our
diverse community, the CAC presents the work of local artists side-by-side with the work of
their national and international peers.
Visit cacno.org for info on the CAC’s 40th Anniversary Season of Visual and Performing Arts.
ABOUT THE DOMAIN COMPANIES’ THE SHOP
Designed by local firm Eskew+Dumez+Ripple, The Shop will occupy the third and fourth
floors of the CAC, connected by an open architectural staircase and featuring an extensive
amenity and commons area, varied meeting and office space, and a roof deck. The Shop will
expand upon successful national co-working models, providing valuable business and cultural
programming and services to tenants, in addition to the features, amenities, membership
packages, and benefits that form the cornerstones of a functional co-working space. The Shop
will include 40,000 square feet of co-working space for 350–400 professionals.
Leasing information at theshopcac.com
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ABOUT THE DOMAIN COMPANIES
Founded in 2004, The Domain Companies is based in New Orleans and New York and
specializes in the development and management of unique, mixed-use properties in core urban
locations. Domain creates high-quality properties that stand apart through innovative design
and exceptional management, enhancing the communities in which they build. Domain’s
projects include the new construction and preservation of affordable, mixed-income, and luxury
housing; the acquisition and repositioning of distressed housing; historic restoration;
brownfield redevelopment; seniors and special needs housing; and hospitality, retail, and
commercial development.

Contemporary Arts Center, New Orleans 900 Camp Street New Orleans, LA 70130
www.cacno.org

